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SCHOOL COUNCIL 

Our School Council has played a key role in our progress, always with regard to the best interests of the students.  
They have ably assisted in the efficient governance of the school and ensured that we have operated within the legal 
framework of the “Education and Training Reform Act 2006 and the “Education and Training Reform Regulations 
2007.” At all times the enhancement of the educational opportunities for our students has been a priority. 

 

I thank once again our 2018 School Councillors:-  

James Bartram   David Bright    Cara Fowler   

Magda Jackson   Frances Lam   Teresa Leask 

Fran Mason   Julie Morrow   Robert Nash 

Njoki Ngugi   Carrie Philpott   Rebekah Volz   

Emily Whitelaw  Jennifer Whiteoak 

I particularly acknowledge the leadership of the School Council President, Mr Robert Nash and thank him for the 
support he has afforded me this year.  

I look forward to next year with enthusiasm and a sense of excitement to what it offers. 2019 will herald in some 
changes but I know, that by working together, we will remain a high-performing, effective and relevant learning 
organisation for all students.  

NEIL ANGUS 2019 SCHOOL ENDEAVOUR AWARD 

 

Robbie Baleisuva was the deserving recipient of this 
award and it was presented to him by Mr Neil Angus 
Member for Forest Hill at assembly on Friday 14th       
December. 

 

Robbie is a conscientious, reliable, caring, polite,        
considerate and responsible student and is commended 
on receiving this annual award. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS! 



GRADUATION 2018 

Year Six students formally graduated from Burwood Heights Primary School on Tuesday night. It was a 
wonderful evening for these students and their guests. It was a night of celebration and a night of        
reflection, for families and staff.  Our eldest students will be leaving us tomorrow …a day of tears of 
happiness ..…felt by staff and students alike. 

It is also a time when we say “goodbye” to families who have been on this journey with us for many, 
many years. These families were acknowledged on Graduation Night and thanked for their partnership in 
working with the school staff to create a positive learning environment, where there is a real sense of   
belonging.  

Presentations were made to the following 2018 students:- 

Academic Awards   James Lao  Abhinn Kumar   

   

Sports Award   Nicholas Bould Sierra Maharaj 

    Irfan Shahriari  Dimitra Drakopoulos 

 

The Arts Award  Imogen Allen  Carys Garner            Rachel Nash   

  

Citizenship Award  Daniel Choi  Mia Emmoglou Grace Moran 

 

Encouragement Award Jamila Blanchot Liam Hewson  Giada Martin 

 

Principal’s Award  Nicholas Bould Rachel Nash 

KIWANIS AWARDS FOR TERM FOUR 

Mrs Ann Wilson presented the awards to the recipients on behalf 
of the KIWANIS organization.  

 

Jessi Lin  

Dhanvi Mehta  

Carlo Morgione and  

Mankirat Singh 

 

All these students were chosen because of their attention to task, 
consideration of others and for being positive role-models. 

 



An Open Letter to the Burwood Heights Primary School Community 
 

Ten years is a decade – and a lot can happen in that time. It has been a decade since I became a part of the 

Burwood Heights Primary School Community, with my fantastic wife Josephine, and our children 

(Matthew and Rachel), first. During that time, it has been a honour to be a small part of such an incredible 

school. 
 

Over this time, I have seen many enhancements to what was already a great learning institution. Under the 

leadership of Mrs Esther Wood, the school has prospered, and provided all our children with a great foun-

dation to their early learnings and experiences. During this time, Esther has always been looking for some-

thing new – whether that be a Kindergarten, improvements to the facilities, dance programs (which are the 

envy of most), an incredible outdoor garden/science area and more recently the introduction of 

‘International Baccalaureate’. How great is Real Life Adventures, and Public speaking courses? How great 

is it to have small class sizes, and dedicated specialty teachers. This maximizes our children’s learning. It is 

one of the reasons the new portable class rooms have gone in. A little bit of lost land, is made up quickly 

by the additional education our children receive. 
 

A lot of us will have no reference point, when it comes to comparing Primary Schools – as Burwood 

Heights is all we have been part of. Therefore, it is only normal to think that what we have at our school is 

‘normal’. I can assure you though what we have is well above normal. An example of this is demonstrated 

when earlier this year, as School Council President, I was asked to be part of the School Review. This Edu-

cation Department process which occurs every four years, requires Principals from other schools to also 

participate and help evaluate the school. It was humbling to hear these Principals from other ‘great’ 

schools, openly comment on how fantastic Burwood Heights is – including the results of the children in all 

areas and the many additional opportunities available. Comments like ‘if our school was this good’ and 

how do you achieve this’ were commonly spoken by the other Principals and the Department representa-

tives. 
 

None of this would be possible however, without the incredibly committed staff – staff who genuinely 

want the best for your children. Again, I have seen on many occasions, the staff continually going ‘above 

and beyond’. One example of this, was when I was asked to go on the Grade 5/6 Camp to Beechworth. The 

staff ensured our children received the absolute best experience – working hard throughout day and night to 

accommodate all children – ensuring a learning and fun experience – no matter what. They continually put 

themselves out, balanced up the needs of all, often when tired and when it would have been much easier to 

say ‘no’ – just to ensure our children received the best. There are many more ways the teachers and other 

staff continually demonstrate their commitment – whether that be long hours, working weekends and 

nights (to ensure the success of the many extra curricular activities which are offered), or spending the time 

to always ensure everyone’s needs are best met. Many sincere thanks to you all – your work is sincerely 

appreciated. 
 

I could go on with many more specific examples, however words do not fully articulate what a fantastic 

learning environment and community Burwood Heights Primary School is. Yes, there will always be chal-

lenges (in life, when isn’t there) – however what Burwood Heights offers is great, unique and continues to 

improve – all for our children. 
 

Finally though, I would like to thank all the families who add to this great school. Whether School Counci-

lors (past, present or future), volunteer Mums, Dads, Grandparents who come and do so much (that ensure 

these opportunities the school provides are maximized) – and external providers who always work with the 

school to obtain the best outcomes. It has been a great decade – and I am sure, the next ten years will be 

even better.  
 

Merry Christmas to everyone, and a Safe and happy 2019. 
 

Robert Nash 

School Council President 



 

 

Thanks Again for your support in 2018! 

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas & Our best wishes for a safe, 

Happy New Year! 

Geraldine, Alison and the Team at Classroom Cuisine 

SERVICE RECOMMENCES  

MONDAY 4TH FEBRUARY, 2019 

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENT 

What an astounding fundraising result and community event in the recently conducted “Fun Colour 
Run”! 

For your information just over $10,000.00 was raised. 

Thank you to the school community for supporting this event so generously. The basketball court roof 
will be erected during the school Christmas break, just in time for the commencement of the 2019 
school year. 

SCHOOL BANKING 

We will not be facilitating student banking at Burwood Heights Primary School 
and Kindergarten in 2019 

‘Maggie” - The Cow Update 
 
Thanks so very much for your wonderful generosity and please thank everyone who has helped us.  
The Adopt a Cow program has saved our farm.  We have recently had some good rain and are in the 
middle of sowing some summer crops.  Something we haven't done for years.  With any luck we will 
keep on getting bits of rain throughout the summer until hopefully some drought breaking rain falls in 
March/April.  Have a great Christmas and New Year and a wonderful summer break.   
 
Regards 
 
Sally and John Fairley 



FRIDAY 21ST  DECEMBER LAST DAY OF 2018 SCHOOL YEAR.             

DISMISSAL – 1.30 P.M. 

FAREWELL ASSEMBLY 

 
WEDNESDAY 30TH JANUARY FIRST DAY OF THE 2019 SCHOOL YEAR 

 
FRIDAY 1ST FEBRUARY STUDENT LEADERSHIP FORUM 

MONDAY 4TH FEBRUARY PREP FAMILY BARBEQUE 

ELECTION OF SRC REPRESENTATIVES 

 
TUESDAY 5TH FEBRUARY JUNIOR SCHOOL INFORMATION NIGHT 

WEDNESDAY 6TH FEBRUARY MIDDLE SCHOOL INFORMATION NIGHT 

THURSDAY 7TH FEBRUARY SENIOR SCHOOL INFORMATION NIGHT 

FRIDAY 8TH FEBRUARY PRESENTATION OF LEADERS’ BADGES AT 

ASSEMBLY 

MONDAY 11TH FEBRUARY JUNIOR SCHOOL FAMILY BARBEQUE 

WEDNESDAY 13TH FEBRUARY HOUSE ATHLETICS 

MONDAY 18TH FEBRUARY MIDDLE SCHOOL FAMILY BARBEQUE 

MONDAY 25TH FEBRUARY SENIOR SCHOOL BARBEQUE 

SCHOOL SECURITY DURING HOLIDAYS 

 

 
 
I do ask that the school community will keep a “watchful eye” on the school during the break! 

 
If you see anything suspicious please report such incidences to the police on 000. 

 



The Power of Water 
On Friday 7th December, ten students from Grade Four participated in 
the final Real Life Adventure for 2018, ‘The Power of Water’.  

 

Excitement levels were high as the team clambered onto the bus.  We set 
off to our first destination, Maroondah Reservoir. The sun was shining, 
with the forecast of a hot day ahead. 

 

Firstly, we visited the “lookout” to view the reservoir which provides 
Melbourne with clean water, unlike some other dams that are used to 
generate electricity. We discussed what a catchment area is and how it 
contributes to the quality of Melbourne’s water. 

 

We could see the huge dam wall, which retains thousands of mega litres 
of water. It was forty metres in height and such an amazing structure. 
Then is was off to the base of the giant wall. 

 

Dwarfed in its presence we were all in awe of this amazing 
structure. We chatted about its shape and materials and     
pondered how much engineering and work went into creating 
this. We then climbed the ‘rose staircase’. The steep ascent 
to the top of the wall was no easy feat but once at the top, we 
wandered across to look at the spillway and spoke about its 
purpose. We returned to the base of the dam and headed for 
our second destination.  

 

Warburton was calling, where the Yarra river winds its way 
past a busy little town. In our wet gear we waded into the 
shallows of the rivers edge. Here we found the perfect      

location to begin the ‘BHPS RLA dam’. With quality team work, communication and creativity   
everyone used the power of the water combined with their own strength to move rocks and create a 
dam wall. The finished product was marvellous, with measurements proving we had increased the 
reservoir depth by three centimetres!  

 

Perfect weather for the perfect finish to a year of         
adventuring. 


