
Burwood Heights Primary School’s goal is to educate the whole child. Our students will be at the heart of  
every thing we do. 

 
NEWSLETTER NO.9    THURSDAY 1ST JUNE 2017 

WEBSITE ADDRESS is burwoodhps.vic.edu.au/ 

FRIDAY 2ND JUNE PREP 2018 – ART SESSION 

ASSEMBLY 

SATURDAY 3RD JUNE DANCE FAIR – YEAR FIVE STUDENTS 

MONDAY 12TH JUNE QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY HOLIDAY 

TUESDAY 13TH JUNE ICAS - WRITING 

THURSDAY 22ND JUNE REPORTS TO PARENTS 

FRIDAY 23RD JUNE SNOW EXCURSION – SENIOR SCHOOL 

MONDAY 26TH JUNE CURRICULUM DAY 

FRIDAY 30TH JUNE  TERM TWO  ENDS– DISMISSAL 2.30PM 

MONDAY 17TH JULY TERM THREE COMMENCES 

MONDAY 24TH JULY SCHOOL COUNCIL 

TUESDAY 1ST AUGUST ENGLISH 

WEDNESDAY 2ND AUGUST ART SHOW 

TUESDAY 15TH AUGUST ICAS  - MATHEMATICS 

TUESDAY 22ND AUGUST PREP – FIRE EDUCATION 

MONDAY 28TH AUGUST SCHOOL COUNCIL 

FRIDAY 15TH SEPTEMBER SCHOOL PRODUCTION 

MONDAY 18TH SEPTEMBER CURRICULUM DAY – STUDENT FREE 

FRIDAY 22ND SEPTEMBER END OF TERM THREE 

MONDAY 9TH OCTOBER TERM FOUR COMMENCES 

MONDAY 16TH OCTOBER SCHOOL COUNCIL 

 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL … Esther Wood 

 

 
EDUCATION WEEK 

Open Night and Prep Open Morning were 
wonderful occasions to showcase our school last 
week. 
The school quiz was greatly appreciated by young 
and old and many did the tour in record time, racing 
from one room to another, only stopping to have 
something delicious to eat.  
Amazing student artwork and wonderful student 
work decorated the corridors. The classrooms were 
abuzz with students proudly showing their parents 
and friends what they have already achieved this  

 
year and where they spend much of their time 
learning. 
The performances of the School Choir, the Junior 
School Choir, the Glee Club, our Kindergarten 
children and our young dancers made the evening 
very special indeed. Wednesday was an excellent 
night and Thursday a wonderful morning, with 
potential 2018 Prep parents having a most 
informative tour of the school. 
There were goodies galore, outside the Homecrafts 
area and in the corridor, with parents giving so 
willingly of their time and serving with a smile. 
This was a wonderful school community effort and 
we should all be very proud. 
 

Thank you everyone. 

 



THINK TANK’S ARGUMENT AGAINST 

GONSKI FUNDING MODEL 

 
Many ask about “Gonski” funding and what this 
means to our school. The answer is very complex, 
however, I will try to explain. 
 
Schools receive funding from both the Federal 
Government and the State Government. The Federal 
Government, which has been locked in a bitter 
funding dispute with the states and territories for 
years has recently announced their new funding 
proposal, in a bid to end “the school funding war”.  
 
David Gonski, who was the architect of the 2011 
needs-based funding model, has been asked to 
conduct another review of the sector, which will be 
known as Gonski 2.0. His reappearance, for many 
educators, was both surprising and comforting, as it 
seemed funding was back to a model that was 
apolitical, sector blind and all about distribution of 
money based on needs.  
 
The “new” funding deal returns to the original 
Gonski principle on one funding formula for 

everyone. Each student will attract the same base 
amount – called the School Resource Standard – of 
$9,271 per primary student and $12,193 per high 
school student.  It will ensure that students with the 
same needs will be treated exactly the same in terms 
of Commonwealth funding – no matter which state 
they reside in, or the school system they are being 
educated in. Extra loadings will be given for-
economic-status, Indigenous students, students with 
a disability, students with limited English language 
proficiency, school size and regional or remote 
locations. 
 
 I offer the following as written in the Australian 
Teacher Magazine June 2017, as evidence of the 
varied opinions and recommendations and the 
continuing debate about school funding – Federal 
and State. 
. 
Blaise Joseph, education policy analyst at The 
Centre for Independent Studies” and Australian 
libertarian think-tank “The Fantasy of Gonski 

Funding; the ongoing battle over school spending” 
casts a critical eye over the original Gonski Report 
and claims it has some inherent assumptions and 
limitations. 
 
 
 
 

Essentially it is argued that the original Gonski 
differs radically now from that proposed in 2011. 
Joseph says that this is because the concept of 
student “disadvantage” has been stretched to 
ridiculous levels, leaving the current Schooling 
Resource Standard (SRS) funding scheme “not 
financially viable in the long term.” 
 
Another argument is that schools need to have the 
per capita funding level increased in order to be 
certain of the funding resource they will receive 
every year, not just for four or more years as has 
been the case. 
 
Schools have been informed this week that Gonski 
2.0 has been passed through the House of 
Representatives (seventy-five to seventy votes), 
despite stiff opposition from New South Wales and 
Victorian governments, Catholic schools and the 
Australian Education Union. This will come into 
effect in 2018. The Federal government says that 
this is closer to what Gonski envisioned in 2011 – 
true sector-blind needs-based funding for 

Australian schools. 
 
I hope this clarifies the context in which school 
funding is discussed (Federal and State) and that 
you appreciate the complexity of this matter. All in 
Education desire to have the best funding model 
that will enable all students to achieve their 
potential and hopefully this will occur.  
 
 
 

SCHOOL PERFORMANCE – SEPTEMBER 15th  

 

Preparations are in full swing for our production 
“Robin and the Sherwood Hoodies”. Classes are 
learning their class songs, costumes are being 
planned and work on the props has commenced. 
Mrs Whiteoak and Ms Ferwerder are working so 
hard to ensure that this year’s performance 
showcases the musical and acting talents of our 
students.  
Please make sure you have the 15th September in 

your diary. 

 
 
 
 



 

STATE TENNIS FINALS  

 
We wish Ryosuke Shibuya all the very best as he 
competes in the State Tennis Finals tomorrow at 
Boroondara Tennis Centre. He has achieved so 
much, and we believe he can continue to overcome 
his opponents.       GOOD LUCK! 
 

 

 

STUDENT REPORTS 

 
On Thursday 22nd June you will receive a written 
report on your child’s progress. This report will 
have a general comment by the class teacher and 
there will be progress information about your child 
in all areas of the curriculum. Further information 
and specific details will be discussed at the 
parent/Teacher Interview the following Monday. 
 

CURRICULUM DAY PLANNED 

 

 
 
Our second of four Curriculum Day for 2017 will 
be held on Monday 26th June. This early notice 
should assist parents in arranging care for their 
child/children if required. 
 
Staff will be having planning sessions in the 
morning and, in the afternoon until early evening, 

staff will be available for Parent/Teacher 

Interviews. 

 
A form will be forwarded to you shortly, where you 
will be able to request a particular time in the 
planned. Parent/Teacher Interview session. This 
should be returned to the class teacher as soon as 
possible. 
Please put the date for Curriculum Day in your 
diary. 
 

 

DIVISION  

 
Both Ebony Wuttke and Tricia Lan will compete 
on 8th June in the Whitehorse Division Cross 
Country to be conducted at Ruffey Park Lake. 
 

GOOD LUCK! 

 
 

OPEN NIGHT THANK YOU!! 

 
A very big thank you to the following people who 
helped prepare, cook or sell food at our recent Open 
Night:- 
Stella Hewson, Josephine Nash, Carly Hall, Kara 
Clarke, Helen Pretorious, Robert Nash, Matthew, 
John-Paul Lefebure, Justine Salanitri, Nat Coutts, 
Rachel, Julie Morrow, Lisa Koutsaplis, Amanda 
Brown, Joel, Dana and Zoe. 
We greatly appreciate your support. 
Thanks, too, to Charli for organising the "Guess the 
Lollies in the Jar" competition and congratulations 
to our winner, Zara of Prep B. 
 
 

REMINDER 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION– LICE 
Head lice are extremely contagious. 
Early treatment is recommended to 
kill head lice and their eggs and to 
limit school and family contamination. 

 
98% of lice are transmitted through close head to 
head contact and by sharing objects such as hats, 
hair brushes, head bands, towels and pillows. 
Please ensure your household is protected from 
head lice this season by taking the necessary 
preventative steps to keep head lice away. 
There are four crucial steps to keep our school head 
lice free: 

1 Avoid sharing clothing, especially hats, 
ribbons, head bands and helmets 

2 Discourage your child from playing with 
another’s hair 

3 Don’t share brushes, combs, towels and 
pillows 

4 Keep long hair plaited or firmly tied back to 
prevent contact from other students. 

Please help us to keep our school “lice-free”. 



 

Prep B - Eddie C for the amazing effort you put into your Show and Tell every 
week! It is always very interesting and creative and we love listening to you 
speak. Well done superstar!  
Prep B – Zara F for being an incredible helper around the classroom. You are 
always very polite and kind to the students in Prep B. Thank you for helping the 
children and teachers! 

Prep C – Jessica B for designing and making an amazing rocket! You are a star! 
Prep C – Jordan S for drawing a detailed design of your rocket and taking your 
time to make it. Well done super star! 
1/2A – Jürgen B for trying really hard to write neatly when completing your 
Semester One Reflection. Well done, Jürgen!  
1/2A - Gabby M for trying your best in class and speaking more confidently to 
your classmates. Keep up the great work! 
1/2D - Jayden D for a detailed Recount about your weekend and using your 
paragraphs! Well done. 
1/2D – Zali B for being a helpful and considerate student and always giving 
100% to your work. Well done! 
1/2J - Amitis A for trying your best in spelling and giving difficult words a go. Great job Amitis! 
1/2J - Xavier S for sounding out your words when reading and being a kind and caring member of the class. 
Awesome job Xavier! 

1/2R - Kate L for the fantastic progress you have made in reading. You are a superstar!   
1/2R - Aoife F for always helping others in the class and showing great enthusiasm for everything you do. Well 
done! 
1/2W – Ren G for making a great effort with your writing and trying to work independently. Fantastic Effort! 
1/2W - Chantelle N-S for always participating in class discussions and for your consistent enthusiasm towards 
your learning!  You're a super star! 
3/4E - Ida Rose B for your amazing 'I am...' poem about Simba. Keep up the great work Superstar!! 
3/4E - Gigi G for your hard work and focus during class. Well done on making positive choices Superstar!! 
3/4K – Mikayla M for always using class time well and producing beautiful class work! What a star! 
3/4K – Jaydon T for writing a captivating six page narrative that just keeps on going! Sensational effort! 
3/4M - Angus C for being an enthusiastic participant in all class discussions. Thanks for the wonderful input 
and information! Keep it up champ! 
3/4M - Muhyllem A for his wonderful enthusiasm whilst filming his advertisement for ‘Saving the 
Rainforests’. Terrific energy and a very entertaining iMovie. Well done! 
3/4V - Jasmine R for consistently maintaining high work ethics and striving to reach personal goals. 
Sensational! 
3/4V - Billy L for working hard on always using neat handwriting and concentrating during writing sessions. 
Super work! 
5/6E – Tonnam C for always being a kind and considerate class member to all. Super star! 
5/6E – Aryan J for the wonderful improvement made to your reading and writing. Keep it up! 
5/6M - Hayden M for having an enthusiastic attitude and being a helpful class member. Keep it up, Hayden! 
5/6M – Ben T for having a positive attitude while completing your Math Portfolio Task on Fractions. 
Awesome effort, Ben!!  
5/6P - Megan F for your fantastic solo performance for the School Choir on Open Night. Congratulations 
Megan! 
5/6P - Henry T for your achievements in Mathematics. Fantastic effort, Henry! 

5/6W – Chloe L for achieving excellent results in all areas. Awesome Work! 
5/6W – Mia E for your enthusiasm and increased confidence in class. Keep it up!  
Visual Arts - Jiwon C for your intense concentration and creative response when using an iPad' Great work!  
Visual Arts - Giada M for your 'can do' attitude when using digital media - Well done! 
Homecrafts - Ashlee M 5/6M for being a responsible and organised group leader. Well done Ashlee! 
Homecrafts - Evelynne L 3/4V for continually being a smiling and co-operative group member 
French - Ebony W 3/4E for a super effort and courage to speak in French when thanking a parent for reading a 
French story to the class. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Spotlight On… 

3/4E! 
Students in 3/4E have been learning 

about the Amazon rainforest as a 

part of our Integrated Studies unit. 

We have looked at and discussed 

the features of the Amazon, how the 

components of the rainforest work 

together and the importance of 

protecting the Amazon rainforest. 

Did you know that 20% of the world’s 

oxygen comes from the Amazon? 



 
Middle School Menu 

• Indian spiced cauliflower soup 

• Spicy pea and potato pastries 

• Pumpkin and rocket salad 

• Pear crumble 

 

 

Senior School Menu 

• Pasta with roasted pumpkin, feta 

and basil 

• Chopped Greek Salad 

• Pear and white choc-chip 

muffins

ENJOY! 
 
 

iPads in Visual Arts 

Senior School students were excited to explore and create digital art works based 
on our current Street Art theme, for the first time this week. Our students 
experimented with a Graffiti App to create individual self-portraits in a Street 
Art style. See what some of our ‘digital natives’ have created below. Next time we 
meet, students will be exploring the App – Art Set Pro, and applying it to create a 
David Hockney inspired landscape. 

#inspiring #digital-artists #digital-natives 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



FarmGate Online Fundraiser 
 

 
Want super fresh fruit and vegetables direct from growers but don’t have time to do the rounds of the 

farmers markets?  
 

FarmGate Online delivers to Burwood Heights Primary School!  

 
 

What is FarmGate Online? 
An ethically and sustainability focussed small business that sources 

produce from local growers and delivers it to ‘FarmGates’ across 

Melbourne. The growers get a fair price and we get great, fresh 
produce.  

 
 

10% of every box goes to BHPS to support programs within our school. 
  

 

How does it work? 

• Register at www.FarmGate.online 

• Under FarmGates, select BHPS and then click Join Group. 

• Select the vegetable/fruit box or the individual items you want and pay securely online. 

• Orders close at 8pm Tuesday evenings for delivery on Friday. 

• Collect your produce from the BHPS Kitchen 3.30pm Friday afternoon.  
 

 
Order weekly, fortnightly, whatever suits your family. You can order a different box each time. Why not add some true 

free range eggs to your order?  

 
 
For any enquiries, please contact Caz Clarkson on 0404 040 685 or caz@clarkson.id.au 

 
 
 

ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS 
 
The new books are available – and you can get a digital membership if that suits you better!  
You can upload the digital membership to four phones, so families can share the app – and you always have it 
with you!!  
 
To purchase a book please come to the school office. To pay on-line or order a digital membership go to  
www.entbook.com.au/187725q  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


